Maine Homeless Policy Committee
Meeting minutes 3/27/25
In attendance: Edie Smith, Andrew Lardie, Emily Flinkstrom, Donna Alger, Lauren Charron, Jared Gay, Rebekah Paredes, Donna Kelley, David McCluskey, Terence Miller, Julie Orrego, Mike Merrill, Vickey Merrill, and Cullen Ryan.
I.  Minutes.  The group unanimously approved the last meeting minutes.  
II. Items of current focus:
Federal and State.  The group reviewed federal and state policy issues.  Please refer to the State and Federal Legislation update (see attachment).  
· The group reviewed Federal items of note.  
· The group reviewed the Federal budget and pertinent bills of note/interest. 
· The group reviewed the final FY 25 Federal Budget.  
· The group discussed the potential cuts to housing and homelessness programs as well as Medicaid and SNAP.
· The group reviewed various efforts on the Federal level (EOs and DOGE initiatives) that would affect ending and preventing homelessness in Maine.
· The group reviewed items pertaining to the 132nd Legislature
· The group thoroughly reviewed the State Bill Tracking document.
· There was discussion regarding bills with recent and upcoming public hearings. 
· The Policy Committee recommended endorsing bills that would provide funding for rental assistance, including LD 748, An Act to Increase Bridging Rental Assistance Program Housing Voucher Funding to Reduce the Current Partial Waitlist and Increase Housing Vouchers for Those Living with Mental Health Challenges.
· The Policy Committee recommended endorsing LD 1082, An Act to Invest in Maine's Families and Workforce by Amending the Real Estate Transfer Tax.
· The group reviewed the SHC’s strategic plan, and three bills submitted for consideration in the 132nd Legislature.  Senator Rachel Talbot Ross sponsored all three bills (please see the attachments).
· Shelter funding bill – printed, LD 698, referred to the Housing & Economic Development Committee, public hearing held 3/18.
· Outreach/Case Worker & Housing Stability Worker Bill – not yet printed, no LD assigned.
· GA bill – printed, LD 1029, referred to the HHS Committee, public hearing not yet scheduled.

[bookmark: _Hlk180679844]III.  The Maine Homeless Policy Committee standing meetings occur on the 4th Thursday of the month from 2-3pm. 
The next meeting is on April 24th from 2-3 pm.

[bookmark: _Hlk68873482]This Committee meets via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2911399383?pwd=SnF5VklOKzRPUHY1MnJndXpLeUswZz09
[bookmark: _Hlk68873505]Meeting ID: 291 139 9383
Passcode: 8790347
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,2911399383# US (Washington D.C)
Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)

