
Maine’s Statewide Homeless Council
(Adapted from Cullen Ryan’s 3 Volume “A History of the Statewide Homeless Council”)

The Statewide Homeless Council (SHC) was established by statute in 2004 and began meeting in 2005, replacing the Interagency Task Force on Homelessness.  The purpose of the SHC is to serve as an advisory committee to the Governor, the Legislature, the Maine State Housing Authority, the Maine Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), the Maine Department of Corrections (DOC), and the Maine Bureau of Veteran’s Affairs (MBVA) on homeless matters.  
The SHC is charged with providing leadership to end homelessness; providing support to the Regional Homeless Councils; educating people on homeless issues; serving as coordinator of information; assessing statewide needs; identifying potential resources; providing assistance to people experiencing homelessness by identifying and improving access to resources; and reviewing, monitoring and implementing plans to end homelessness. 
The SHC currently consists of 14 members.  The Governor appoints six members, two from each of the state's three Regional Homeless Councils, and three members are appointed jointly by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House, one from each of the three Homeless Councils, based on nominations provided by the Councils.  The Director of the Maine State Housing Authority, the Commissioners of DHHS and DOC, and the Director of the Bureau of Maine Veterans' Services or their designees, are also members.  The chair of the SHC is appointed by the Governor's Office.  Members serve until their successors are appointed and qualified.  The Maine State Housing Authority provides staff support to the SHC.
Maine’s Plan to End and Prevent Homelessness 
The Maine Plan to End and Prevent Homelessness, created and adopted by the SHC in 2007, and revised in 2011 and 2017, recognizes five distinct homeless populations:  1. Circumstantially homeless single adults.  2. Chronically homeless single adults.  3. Homeless Families.  4. Homeless victims of domestic violence.  5. Homeless unaccompanied youth. 

The Plan was created as a living document that provides a blueprint for how to accomplish each of these four specific goals: 
1. Emergency shelters and outreach programs will provide safety and engagement/support that most efficiently allows housing with adequate support for success.  
2. Ensure an adequate supply of appropriate housing and rental subsidies to allow housing and stability.  
3. Ensure that medical, mental health, and substance use disorder needs are met to allow long-term stability and success.  
4. Ensure that issues underlying homelessness are addressed and that linkage to an effective, on-going support system is securely in place.  


  




SUBCHAPTER 5-A            
STATEWIDE HOMELESS COUNCIL
[bookmark: P1093_207594]§5046. Statewide Homeless Council created
     The Statewide Homeless Council, established in accordance with Title 5, chapter 379, shall serve as an advisory committee with respect to the administration and implementation of this chapter to the state authority, the Governor and the Legislature.
§5047.   Membership; appointment; terms of office; chair
     1. Membership; chair. The council consists of 14 members appointed as follows:
A. Six members appointed by the Governor, 2 from each of 3 regional homeless councils, based on nominations provided by the 3 regional homeless councils; 
B. The Director of the Maine State Housing Authority or the director’s designee; 
C. Three members appointed jointly by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House, one from each of 3 regional homeless councils, based on nominations provided by the 3 regional homeless councils; 
D. One member representing the Office of the Governor, who serves as the chair.
E. The Commissioner of Health and Human Services or the commissioner's designee;   
F. The Commissioner of Corrections or the commissioner's designee; and   
G. The Director of the Maine Bureau of Veterans' Services or the director's designee.
     2. Term of office. Members of the council appointed jointly by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House serve 3-year terms and serve at the pleasure of the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House. Members of the council appointed by the Governor serve 2-year terms and serve at the pleasure of the Governor.
A. Members serve until their successors are appointed and qualified. 
B. The appointing authorities shall fill a vacancy for the balance of an unexpired term in the same manner as the appointment was originally filled, except as otherwise provided.
     3. Staff. The state authority shall provide staff support to the council.
[bookmark: P1105_209176]§5048. Duties
     The council shall advise the state authority with respect to the implementation of this chapter and the development of affordable housing. The council shall:
     1. Provide leadership. Provide leadership in efforts to end homelessness and provide support to the regional homeless councils by ensuring access to senior-level government officials and the Office the Governor;
     2. Educate. Develop and coordinate an education campaign regarding homelessness;
     3. Serve as coordinator of information. Serve as a coordinator of information and communication among state agencies and among the state, municipal and private sectors with respect to this chapter. In carrying out this duty, the council shall:
A. Review proposed legislative changes, system changes and resource recommendations from the regional homeless councils and compile the regional reports into a single statewide report; and 
B. Serve as a liaison with the federal Interagency Council on Homeless and recommend any necessary changes;
     4. Assess statewide needs. With assistance from regional homeless councils, develop estimates of statewide resource needs;
     5. Identify potential resources. Identify new funding opportunities through private and public sources and assist in disseminating this information to regional homeless councils along with available grant opportunities;
     6. Assistance to homeless. In cooperation with the state authority, identify the resources available to and ways to increase access to services to the homeless and persons with special needs, identify the gaps in delivery services to this population and make recommendations concerning the policies and programs serving this population;
     7. Review, monitor and implement plans. On an annual basis, review and comment on plans submitted pursuant to Title 34-B, section 1221, and propose amendments and updates to and implement a plan to end homelessness.
     8.  Advise departments.  Advise the Department of Corrections and the Department of Health and Human Services on issues related to homelessness and other issues related to the duties of the council; and
     9.  Develop strategic plan regarding homelessness among veterans.  Develop strategies to enhance coordination and communication among agencies and organizations that provide services that seek to place veterans in permanent housing and that seek to improve access to services known to support housing stability for veterans who are experiencing homelessness or veterans who are at risk of homelessness. The council shall develop and periodically review a strategic plan that:  
A. Establishes a baseline for homelessness in the State from which improvements can be measured. In determining the baseline, the council is not required to use the federal definition of homelessness and may include levels of housing instability or ranges of homelessness; 
B. Develops a method of measuring homelessness among veterans in the State to demonstrate whether efforts to reduce the number of homeless veterans in the State have been successful;   
C. Identifies specific processes for improving communication among agencies that provide services to veterans, including services unrelated to homelessness, that will facilitate identification of veterans in need of housing assistance or veterans who may be at risk of homelessness and maximize resources available to address homelessness among veterans; and   
D. Develops a framework and timeline for determining progress of communication and coordination efforts targeting homelessness among veterans and the effectiveness of those efforts in reducing homelessness among veterans.   
The Director of the Maine Bureau of Veterans' Services shall periodically report to the council regarding the progress of implementing the strategies described in this subsection. Beginning February 1, 2018, the director shall report annually to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over veterans affairs on the implementation of the strategic plan. The report must include, but is not limited to, the effect of the strategic plan on homelessness among veterans based on the measurements required to be established by this subsection.
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