MAINEHOUSING CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM


The intent of this Conference Scholarship is to ensure that Maine is well represented at such events by a broad and diverse group of people who can bring a combination of personal and professional experience to the discussion. This Scholarship is open to people with lived experience of homelessness in Maine, as well as to employees of agencies working to address issues of homelessness in Maine, who may not otherwise be able to attend the Conference. 
 
ELIGIBILITY: Maine residents with current or prior lived experience of homelessness, and/or those who are working for agencies that address homelessness in Maine are eligible to apply for the MaineHousing Conference Scholarship. All applicants must identify a Sponsoring Agency that agrees to assist the Applicant with any and all arrangements as necessary. Sponsoring Agencies must be members in good standing (eligible to vote) of the Maine Continuum of Care to be eligible for this scholarship. Applications will be reviewed for eligibility and approved based on availability of funds. MaineHousing may limit the number of awards per conference. Applicants are limited to one Conference Scholarship award per fiscal year unless this restriction is waived by MaineHousing on a case by case basis.

SPONSORING AGENCY: Each Applicant must coordinate with a Sponsoring Agency. The Sponsoring Agency will assist the Applicant with registration, travel, lodging and any other arrangements as necessary.  The Sponsoring Agency agrees to serve as the financial pass-through entity for the funding awarded by this Scholarship. Funds are to be paid to the Sponsoring Agency who will directly pay expenses incurred by or on behalf of the Applicant. Both the Attendee and the Agency Director must sign the Application.

TERMS OF THE AWARD: The maximum amount to be provided by this Scholarship will be 
$1000 per Agency Applicant or up to a maximum of $1500 per applicant with lived experience. The Scholarship is intended to assist with costs for Conference Registration, travel, and lodging. Meals, other than those that may be included as part of the Conference, are the responsibility of the Applicant. If the Applicant has received, or expects to receive, other financial resources for registration, travel, or lodging, that amount must be disclosed on the Application.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: Applicants must complete and submit the MaineHousing Conference Scholarship Application Form at least_____ days prior to the start date of the conference. The Application must be signed by the Director of the Sponsoring Agency, which certifies the Agency’s commitment to provide support as necessary. If the Sponsoring Agency cannot commit to providing such support, the Application will not be approved. 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEES: Applicants must apply for any scholarships, discounts or special rates that may be made available by the Conference Organizer, including any discounts for early registration, and any such discounts/resources obtained must be reflected in the Budget Information on the Application Form.
 
TRAVEL: MaineHousing expects the Applicant to find the most reasonable and economical means of transportation to and from the Conference, as well as for any travel expenses incurred as part of the Applicant’s participation in the Conference (taxi, bus/subway fare, etc). 

LODGING: MaineHousing expects the Applicant to find the most reasonable and economical lodging. Whenever possible, lodging should be booked at the site(s) recommended by the Conference Organizer and any discounts or group rates for conference attendees should be sought. 

OTHER FINANCIAL RESOURCES: The maximum amount of assistance provided by this Scholarship is not intended to cover all potential expenses related to attending the Conference. Applicants are expected to provide or seek out additional resources to meet expenses not specified in the Application or in excess of the maximum award allowable. If the Applicant receives any other forms of financial assistance specifically for this Conference, including resources provided by the Sponsoring Agency, these amounts must be disclosed on the Application. 
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