[bookmark: _GoBack]Youth Committee – This committee, formally known as The Maine Homeless Youth Provider Group (MHYPG) is a Joint Standing Committee of the Maine Continuum of Care (MCoC) and the Statewide Homeless Council (SWHC).  It was formed in collaboration with several Maine agencies (DHHS, DOE & DOC) and youth serving organizations to address the need for a statewide strategy to meet the needs of youth who are homeless or at risk of homelessness, as well as to advocate for policy change to improve systems of care for those youth.  This committee is an action oriented group that collects, organizes, and shares information regarding all homeless youth in Maine.  We work to ensure that there is a system of services in place for youth who are identified as homeless or at risk of homelessness that follows best practices and meets federal and state standards of care.  We work to improve communication between provider agencies and coordinate care across the state so that youth have access to shelter, outreach and transitional living services. 
This Youth Committee exists to:
1. Build awareness of best practices for serving homeless and at risk of homeless youth, and disseminate that information to provider agencies.
1. Creating opportunities for youth voice to be present and/or represented in policies and decisions regarding systems, services and programs that directly impact their lives.
1. Advocate for policies that improve access to resources for homeless and at risk of homeless youth.
1. Create opportunities for coordination of services between state agencies and youth serving organizations.
1. To serve as an expert resource on youth homelessness to the MCoC, SWHC and Maine State Agencies.
1. Stay abreast of current national initiatives aimed at ending and preventing youth homelessness and advocate on a statewide level for the pursuit of resources to end and prevent youth homelessness in Maine.

