Policy/Advocacy Update – August 2015
Federal Legislation Update:
· National Alliance to End Homelessness Annual Conference:  Ten individuals from Maine attended the 2015 National Conference on Ending Homelessness 7/15-7/17 in Washington, DC.  The conference engaging workshops, including 3 featuring Maine presenters (Jon Bradley/Tom McLaughlin, Joannie Klayman, and Cullen Ryan)!  The Capitol Hill visits went very well.  The group had face-time with Senators Collins and King, and met with Congresswoman Pingree’s and Congressman Poliquin’s staff - providing an excellent opportunity to communicate Maine’s policy priorities to end homelessness.
The messages from HUD conveyed at the conference were clear and consistent with what Maine knows and practices: 
· Housing the longest term shelter stayers is an effective strategy and should be the priority.
· Transitional housing can be very effective for certain populations:  Youth, DV, and for substance abuse treatment programs.
· Projects should be looked at on the whole, not just based on the HUD funding stream.  If a CoC housing program is receiving service dollars from McKinney-Vento funds and operations from another source it is a true demonstration of the collaborations that HUD is looking for and illustrates an effective and efficient use of public dollars!  
· Senate T-HUD Bill:  The FY 16 spending bill would allocate $55.646 billion for the T-HUD Subcommittee. This is $376 million above the House spending bill.  The full Appropriations Committee marked up and voted to approve the bill on 6/25.  
The bill would:
· Cut HOME funding from FY15’s level of $900 million to an FY16 level of $66 million; Increase funding for voucher renewals; Provides $75 million for about 10,000 new HUD-VASH vouchers; provide $20 million for about 2,500 new FUP (Family Unification Program) vouchers; provide $40 million for strategies to reduce youth homelessness; provide $330 million for the HOPWA program and include an updated formula for distribution of HOPWA funds; decrease funding for CDBG from FY15’s $3.1 billion to $2.9 billion for FY16; not amend the HUD definition of homelessness.
· House T-HUD Bill:  The full House approved the T-HUD bill on 6/9 in a razor-thin 216-210 vote.  
Among other harmful provisions, the bill would:
· Direct ALL National Housing Trust Fund (NHTF) money into the HOME Program, and forbid Congress from putting any other money into the NHTF; cut HOME to $767 million from $900 million in FY15. HOME must be fully funded, in addition to, not at the expense of, critically needed funding for the NHTF; underfund tenant-based rental assistance (TBRA), by $665 million. In order to simply renew all vouchers in use in 2015, TBRA would need an increase of $850 million; underfund project-based rental assistance (PBRA).  In order to renew existing contracts for 12 months, PBRA would need an increase of $1.2 billion.  The bill provides only a $924 million increase; underfund Homeless Assistance Grants.  The bill proposes funding at $2.185B.  This would likely not be enough to renew existing grants.

· Bill status updates:
· H.R. 1047: To authorize private nonprofit organizations to administer permanent housing rental assistance provided through the Continuum of Care Program under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, and for other purposes.  Sponsor: Rep. Scott Peters [D-CA52]. – Passed the House by voice vote on 7/14/15.


State Legislation Update:
· Bill status updates:  
· LD 443, An Act to Help Stabilize Homeless Shelters in Maine, sponsored by Sen. Justin Alfond (D-Portland).  This bill was folded into the enacted biennial budget and funded at $2M.  The budget is now public law.
· LD 369, majority report and with Sen. Volk’s amendment, to allow asylum seekers and other “lawfully present” immigrants to receive General Assistance welfare benefits for up to 24 months, passed the Senate 29-5, and the House 81-63.  Governor LePage did not veto the bill within the 10-day window, as he thought he had more time, so it is scheduled to go into law 90 days after the Legislature adjourned (7/16/15).  The Governor has asked the Maine Supreme Court to consider the status of this bill (along with 60+ others).  The case was fast-tracked and oral arguments were on 7/31.  The Court provided its opinion on 8/6/15, stating that the bills had in fact become law, and that the Governor misinterpreted the Maine Constitution when he thought he had more time to veto the bills.  
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Additionally, Stavros Mendros and several lawmakers have filed an application for a “people’s veto,” which would put the issue out to the voters.  In order to successfully get on the November ballot more than 61,000 signatures are required.  If this occurs it would put the General Assistance law on hold until the outcome of the election.  
