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We plan to repeal the Homeless Programs Rule and replace it with a new Homeless Solutions.  

We intend to do the following with the replacement rule:

· Maintain emergency housing as an essential part of the community’s safety net. 
· Support and advance federal and state best practice models, goals and outcomes, including Maine’s Plan to End and Prevent Homelessness.
· Focus resources to prevent and end homelessness for households as quickly and effectively as possible.
· Use data for all funding and policy decisions.

We are seeking your feedback first in the area of eligibility and standards.  We are considering the following criteria: 

An Eligible Applicant satisfies the following:

· Is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation in good standing in the State of Maine. 
· Is eligible in accordance with the Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing (HEARTH) Act.
· Is an experienced provider of homeless services.
· Is an active participant in the Maine or Portland Continuum of Care and subject to CoC performance criteria.
· Participate in Coordinated Assessment.
· Is financially stable and has the administrative and financial management capacity necessary to meet funding requirements.
· Meets the objectives and strategic goals to end homelessness as outlined in Maine’s Consolidated Plan.
· Utilizes the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) or a comparable database.
· Is available to serve all religious, race and ethnic groups, in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974.
· Complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

· Renewal Applicants – In order to be eligible for renewal funding, all programs and agencies must be compliant with current agreements and requirements.
· New Applicants – MaineHousing may consider new applicants on a case-by-case basis.


Emergency Housing Standards 

· Emergency shelters assist homeless individuals and families meet basic shelter needs. The primary outcome is placement in stable housing within a short timeframe.
· Basic emergency shelters provide access 365 days per year. 
· All persons residing in emergency housing are provided safe and nutritious food. 
· All consumers are treated with dignity and respect, regardless of religious or political beliefs, cultural background, disability, gender identity and/or sexual orientation.
· Shelter and housing services are provided as seamlessly as possible based upon a rapid re-housing or housing first model.
· Shelters operate at capacity unless the homeless response system is experiencing demand insufficient to fill capacity.
· Staff provides linkages and access to community resources such as health care, job readiness and employment services, mainstream resources, and educational services that assist consumers in achieving housing stability.
· Consumers are assessed for housing prioritization and services to enable mobility from emergency housing.  
· Emergency housing provides an atmosphere of dignity and respect for all emergency housing consumers, and provides services in a non-judgmental manner.
· Consumers are informed of their rights and responsibilities, including specific shelter policies and house rules.
· Emergency housing sheltering families with children provides space other than open dormitory style and does not require involuntary family separation for admission. 
· Emergency housing provides separate accommodations for male and female consumers. 
· Providers protect the privacy and confidentiality of consumers and their personal information.
· Training, policies, procedures and regular maintenance are required to encourage, improve, and maintain the health and safety of consumers, volunteers and staff in the emergency housing.
· Emergency housing operates in compliance with all applicable federal, state and local codes, laws and regulations.
· Providers are required to input consumer data into HMIS, or comparable database, and adhere to basic expectations, data sharing and reporting requirements.


We appreciate your input on the proposed eligibility requirements and emergency housing standards. 
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