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On January 13th, MaineHousing conducted an informational meeting with potential applicants for the 2015 Request for Proposals Supportive Housing Program (RFP).  Attendees to the meeting recommended that two of the RFP restrictions be clarified in order to more accurately describe MaineHousing’s intent.  MaineHousing will implement the attendee’s recommendations with this Notice of Clarification.

Clarification #1

The RFP states that new construction is an ineligible activity.  Attendees recommended that MaineHousing clarify that this prohibition does not extend to newly-constructed additions to existing structures currently owned by applicants (and newly constructed units within existing structures currently owned by applicants).  

The prohibition of new construction was not intended to prohibit projects meeting the following descriptions:

· New construction activities conducted as an addition to an existing structure(s) for a property owned by the applicant prior to the date of the RFP

· New construction activities conducted within the shell of an existing structure located on property owned by the applicant prior to the date of the RFP 


Clarification #2

The RFP states that the following is an ineligible activity:

“Rehabilitation-Only; i.e. rehabilitation of properties currently owned by the applicant” 

The intention was to bar projects that are already committed to providing a specific public purpose due to deed restrictions or financing commitments.  Funding these projects would not serve the intent of the RFP; i.e. the creation of new supportive housing opportunities.  

Attendees pointed out that the language in the program guide inadvertently precludes properties that are already owned by the applicant but are NOT obligated to providing any specific public purpose.  In response, the following clarification is being made:

The ineligible activity, “Rehabilitation-Only; i.e. rehabilitation of properties currently owned by the applicant” is defined as:

Rehabilitation activities to be performed on existing, occupied units (or units that could be occupied) that are owned by the applicant and which are currently under a legal obligation to provide housing for special needs populations, to include persons that are homeless.
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